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Concepts and practices in clinical microbiology are rapidly
evolving; efﬁciency is becoming the key variable, with core
laboratories being revolutionized by new technologies,
including robotics and mass spectrometry. Point-of-care
(POC) testing is the ongoing counterpoint to core laborato-
ries, addressing the necessity for within-hour, evidence-
based, rational management of patients with communicable
diseases. In this issue, Luc Bissonnette and Michel Bergeron
show how advanced technologies allow us to take up these
challenges, by providing diagnosis tools that require small
volumes of clinical specimens and are performable within
minutes by easily trained personnel, with results being trans-
missible through the Internet to a remote microbiologist,
and that have immediate impacts on care, such as immediate
isolation of patients with communicable diseases and appro-
priate anti-infection treatment. They show that the story is
just beginning, with exciting new technological developments
being expected in the near future. Indeed, POC testing is
now being implemented in several healthcare structures in
Europe, as detailed by Olivier Clerc and Gilbert Greub, and
implantation of the latest POC technologies in developing
countries would not only contribute to improved manage-
ment of patients, but would also help to redeﬁne the actual
spectrum of microorganisms responsible for febrile illnesses,
as presented by Rosanna Peeling. Integrating the impact of
accurate diagnosis into their calculations, Sandrine Loubie`re
and Jean-Paul Moatti show that POC technologies will
become increasingly cost-effective, and form part of our clini-
cal microbiology landscape at the turn of the decade.
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